
Are there any general and accurate stories we can tell 
about why countries go to war with one another? This 
course is designed to get you thinking about the politics of 
international conflict as it occurs between states (nations). 
While you may not come up with definitive answers (that’s 
ok!), and you may change your mind about your answers 
over the course this semester or your life (that’s ok too!), it 
is important that we be able to think critically about this 
question.  

Our approach to the topic of international conflict is 
three-fold. At the beginning of each new topic, we’ll 
attempt to generate insights into these complex social 
phenomena by modeling them as simply as possible. The 
goal of these models will be to generate theories that can 
explain why conflict occurs in a given place and around a 
given issue.  

Next, we’ll check some of our assumptions and models 
looking at the data and using a series of in-class 
simulations. These will require you to put yourself in the 
shoes of various actors in international politics. The goal of 
these simulations is to get you to experience the mix of 
incentives that influences the actions of various actors. 

Finally, we’ll attempt to apply all of these insights to 
specific case studies. The cases provide a common story to 
discuss, and we’ll use a mixture of readings, videos and 

other media to build the story. The case sessions will be 
entirely discussion-based, as we attempt to peel back the 
layers of each case, discussing its particulars and asking 
ourselves about the quality of our earlier modeling. 

Our objectives 
Our primary objective of this course is to explore a 

number of theories that allow us to explain and understand  
international conflict throughout the world. More 
specifically our goals will be: 

• Gain factual knowledge (terminology, classifications, 
methods, trends) about the study of conflict 

• Learn fundamental principles, generalizations, theories 
of international conflict 

• Learn to analyze data, using them to evaluate theories 

• Improve critical thinking and writing skills
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Course Materials 

Purchase 1 text. 
Quackenbush (2015) International 
Conflict: Logic & Evidence, Los Angeles: CQ 
Press. ($45 used on Amazon) 

Purchase 2 of the cases. 
Two of the case study sessions (10/2 and 10/9) 
will be based on cases you need to purchase 
online. Details will be provided, but the cases 
shouldn’t cost any more than $4 each and will 
be downloadable as PDF files. 

Everything else is on Bb.

Dr. Jason Enia 
My work focuses on the political 
economies of collective action in the 
context of natural disasters & 
international weapons regimes.  

O:	 	 CHSS 496A 
P:	 936.294.1467 
E:	 jason.enia@shsu.edu 
W:	 http://jasonenia.wordpress.com 

Hours:	 MW 1PM-2:30PM

What is a “case” course? 
In a case study course, regularly 

scheduled course sessions are 
devoted to discussing particular case 
studies. These cases are meant to 
illuminate and challenge the theories 
and models that we are exploring at 
any given time. Given the fact that 
we each come to the course with 
different levels of background (and 
interest!) regarding historical events, 
cases provide an excellent way to put 
all of us on the same page and give 
us a common narrative to attempt 
explain and understand. 

How will it be different 
from my other courses? 

It depends on your other 
courses! Much of the way this course 
operates will undoubtedly be the 
same as your other courses. Some of 
it will not. 

In the non-case sessions, we will 
be exploring various theories and 
tools associated with the study of 
conflict and terrorism. These classes 
might incorporate a mixture of 
lecture, simulations, group activities, 
and discussion of “mini-cases.” 

During the case sessions (see the 
schedule below), we will focus on 
specific cases. These sessions will be 
almost entirely discussion-based. 

Everything will be different, from our 
approach to the physical nature of 
the room. 

Some things to consider:  
1.  This class will keep you very, very 
busy. You’ll have some reading you 
will need to prepare for almost 
every session. During case weeks, 
you’ll have a pre-case prep 
assignment due the night before the 
case which will help ensure that 
you’re prepared to discuss the 
issues. Following the case, you’ll 
have a debriefing essay due within 
a handful of days. And many case 
weeks are back-to-back. So...you 
are going to need to find a steady 
rhythm for your workflow. My 
guess: you are going to need to 
devote a few hours to this course 
almost every day, especially during 
case weeks. 

2.  Case courses only work well 
when everyone participates. There 
will be nowhere to run, nowhere to 
hide in this class. You should expect 
that I’ll be cold-calling on you 
sooner rather than later—and 
particularly if we haven’t heard 
from you in a while.

Requirements 
1. Cases (8 @ 75 ea.) 
There will be 10 cases during the semester. 
For each case: 

25 points:  Case prep exercise 
50 points:  Case debrief essay  

Your 2 lowest total case scores will be 
dropped. Thus, the total possible case 
points are 600. 

2. Midterm Exam (150) 
The midterm exam will occur during our 
regular session on Friday, 16 October. 
More details will be provided in the weeks 
leading up to the midterm. 

3. Final Exam (250) 
The final exam is scheduled for Monday, 7 
December from 1-3PM. The exam is 
comprehensive, focusing on the big themes 
of the course. Details will be provided in 
the weeks leading up to the final.

http://www.amazon.com/International-Conflict-Evidence-Stephen-Quackenbush/dp/1452240981/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1439912046&sr=8-1&keywords=quackenbush+logic
http://www.amazon.com/International-Conflict-Evidence-Stephen-Quackenbush/dp/1452240981/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1439912046&sr=8-1&keywords=quackenbush+logic
mailto:jason.enia@shsu.edu?subject=POLS4382
http://jasonenia.wordpress.com
mailto:jason.enia@shsu.edu?subject=POLS4382
http://jasonenia.wordpress.com
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On Turning in Assignments 
Case pre-brief assignments must be completed via Blackboard by the stated 

deadline (typically, 11pm on the Thursday evening before the case). I will not accept 
the pre-brief assignments if they are late. 

Case debrief assignments—typically due via Blackboard the Monday following 
the case at the start of class, 12pm—can be turned in late. However, late assignments 
(received electronically or in person) will incur the penalties listed in the box to the 
left. For example: a case debrief essay that is submitted 36 hours late will 
automatically receive a 15--point (30%) deduction. After 96 hours (4 days) you will 
not be able to receive any points for the assignment. Please note: case debrief 
essays will only be accepted from students who were in the case session on Friday. If 
you do not attend the case session, you cannot turn in a debriefing essay. 

Finally, we will utilize Turnitin to upload the case debriefing essays to the course 
Blackboard site. When you complete the upload, you will receive a receipt via 
email. If you do not receive a receipt, I strongly advise you to log in to Blackboard 
to confirm that your document uploaded properly. I will only entertain 
“technological error” excuses if they are accompanied by your upload receipt!  

Academic Integrity 
Students are expected to maintain complete honesty and integrity in academic 

experiences both in and out of the classroom. This means that unless you are 
instructed otherwise, each assignment for this course shall be completed on your 
own and all attributable ideas (direct quotations or otherwise) shall be properly 
cited. In addition, I will not make a distinction between those copying the work and 
those sharing their work with others. If you make the mistake of innocently letting a 
colleague take a peek at your assignment, and he/she copies it, you will both be in 
violation of the course academic integrity policy.  

I have a zero-tolerance approach to these issues: Any student found guilty of 
any instance of academic dishonesty will fail the course. In addition, the University 
and its official representatives may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student 
accused of any form of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating 
on an examination or other academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, 
collusion and the abuse of resource materials.  

If you have any questions, please ask! I am always happy to help point you in 
the right direction if you have questions about proper attribution and/or citation.

Points Needed for Course Grade

A 1000-900 points

B 899-800 points

C 799-700 points

D 699-600 points

F 599-0 points

In order to receive a 
particular letter grade, 
you must earn the 
minimum points listed. 
There will be no rounding!

Late Penalties for Case Essays

Received Penalty

1 minute - 24 hours 10%

24 - 48 hours 30%

48 - 72 hours 50%

72 - 96 hours 75%

96+ hours 100%
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Other Policies 
During Class 

Please be in class on time, especially for case sessions. 
Please put your cell phones & other electronic devices on vibrate 
or silent. I encourage the use of a laptop, but if you choose to 
partake in other activities on your laptop during class, you do so 
at the risk of being severely embarrassed. Overall, our time is 
short (and expensive!); please do not waste it. 

Religious Holy Days 
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires that 

an institution of higher education excuse a student from attending 
classes or other required activities, including examinations, for 
the observance of a religious holy day, including travel for that 
purpose.  Section 51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: 
“a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship are 
exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20….” A student 
whose absence is excused under this subsection may not be 
penalized for that absence and shall be allowed to take an 
examination or complete an assignment from which the student is 
excused within a reasonable time after the absence. 

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be 
followed by the student and instructor.  A student desiring to 
absent himself/herself from a scheduled class in order to observe 
(a) religious holy day(s) shall present to each instructor involved 
a written statement concerning the religious holy day(s). The 
instructor will complete a form notifying the student of a 
reasonable timeframe in which the missed assignments and/or 
examinations are to be completed. 

Disability Services 
It is the policy of SHSU that individuals otherwise qualified 

shall not be excluded, solely by reason of their disability, from 
participation in any academic program of the university. 
Further, they shall not be denied the benefits of these programs 
nor shall they be subjected to discrimination. Students with 
disabilities that might affect their academic performance are 
expected to visit with the Office of Services for Students with 
Disabilities located in the Lee Drain Annex. They should then 
make arrangements with their individual instructors so that 
appropriate strategies can be considered and helpful 
procedures can be developed to ensure that participation and 
achievement opportunities are not impaired. 

Visitors in the Classroom 
Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions can 

be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. In all cases, 
visitors must not present a disruption to the class by their 
attendance. Students wishing to audit a class must apply to do 
so through the Registrar's Office.

Policies Specific to Case Studies: 

1. You must be present at the case 
sessions. 
You must come to the case study sessions in order to turn 
in a case debriefing essay. Thus, if you are absent from a 
case study session, it will effectively cost you 50 points. 
Note: If you decide, in advance, that you are going to 
use a particular case one of your “drops” (you get 2), 
you do not have to come to the case session. BUT—it may 
be helpful to do so anyway for the midterm and final 
exams!  

2. Case pre-brief exercises must be 
completed on time. 
Case pre-brief exercises are designed to ensure that 
everyone comes to the case session having engaged the 
case materials. In addition, I will use them to help 
structure our discussion. Thus, they must be turned in on 
time, most often the night before the case at 11pm. 

3. Case studies cannot be made up. 
In order to account for any circumstances that might arise 
during the course of the semester, I will drop the lowest 2 
case grades. Given this policy, if you miss a case session, 
you cannot make up the points.

How to succeed in this course: 
1. Come to class. 
In this class--maybe more so than any of your others--if 
you don’t show up, you can’t possibly pass. 

2. Use a calendar and to-do list. 
You have something due almost every week. Ninety 
percent of the students that earn Ds or Fs in my courses 
do so because they fail to turn in multiple assignments.  

3. Use your case “drops” wisely. 
There are very few excuses I will accept for missed case 
study assignments, as I’m dropping your lowest 2 case 
grades. Use this policy wisely! 

4. Be proactive. 
If you find yourself having some sort of issue that is 
affecting (or will affect) your performance, you need to 
speak with me ASAP. I am much more inclined to help 
students in the middle of the semester than at the end. 

5. Issues? Stop in at CHSS 496A.
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WK DATE TOPIC READ BEFORE SESSION DUE AT START OF SESSION

1 26 Aug Introducing the course; syllabus 1. Syllabus [Bb]

28 Aug What is a scientific approach to 
war? 

1. International Conflict, pp. 1-19 
2. Bueno de Mesquita (2013) “Evaluating arguments about 

international politics” pp. 35-63. [Bb]

2 31 Aug What do we mean by “war”? 1. International Conflict, pp. 20-43 
2. McGrath (2014) “The US is now involved in 134 wars or none, 

depending on your definition of ‘war’”

2 Sep The politics of casualty counts 1. McArdle (2008) “Body counting” 
2. Greenhill (2010) “Counting the cost” [Bb]

4 Sep ***No class——Enia at APSA 
Conference***

THE DETERMINANTS OF WAR

3 7 Sep ***No class——Labor Day***

9 Sep Are conflict and war really just 
about power? Part 1: Defining and 
measuring power

1. International Conflict, pp. 96-104. 
2. Ratner & Wright (2013) “America’s not in decline—it’s on the rise” 
3. Bryant (2015) “The decline of US power?”

11 Sep Are conflict and war really just 
about power? Part 2: Distribution 
of power in the int’l system

1. International Conflict, pp. 104-110. 
2. Ikenberry, Mastanduno, & Wholforth (2009) “Unipolarity, state 

behavior, & systemic consequences” excerpted [Bb] 
3. Haass (2008) “The age of nonpolarity: What will follow US 

dominance” [Bb]

4 14 Sep Are conflict and war really just 
about power? Part 3: The offense-
defense balance

1. International Conflict, pp. 110-117. 
2. Lynn-Jones (1995) “Offense-defense theory and its critics,” pp. 

660-691. [Bb]

16 Sep Are conflict and war really just 
about power? Part 4: Power 
transition theory

1. International Conflict, pp. 117-122. Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 17 Sep.]

18 Sep Case session 1: The rise of China 1. Allison (2012) “Thucydides’s Trap Has Been Sprung in the Pacific” 
Financial Times, 21 August. [Bb] 

2. Vlahos (2014) “History’s Warning…” Nat’l Interest 26 June. [Bb] 
3. Page (2014) “China’s Submarines Add Nuclear-Strike Capability, 

Altering Strategic Balance” The Wall Street Journal, 24 Oct. [Bb] 
4. Xuetong (2015) “Why a bipolar world is more likely than a unipolar 

or multipolar one” [Bb]

5 21 Sep Introducing the notions of dyads 
and contiguity

1. International Conflict, pp. 12-16. [Note: already read in week 1, but 
review!] 

2. International Conflict, pp. 73-87.

Case 1 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

23 Sep How much fighting is about 
territory?

1. International Conflict, pp. 87-94. Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 24 Sep.]

25 Sep Case session 2: Territorial disputes 
in the South China Sea & East 
China Sea

1. Council on Foreign Relations, “China’s Maritime Disputes in the 
South China Sea and East China Sea.” View and interact with all 
materials. 

2. Sawitta & Leong (2015) “Southeast Asian nations back halt to land 
reclamation in South China Sea” Reuters. 4 August. [Bb]

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/war/140911/the-us-either-134-wars-or-none-depending-your-definition-war
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/04/body-counting/306698/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/americas-not-in-decline--its-on-the-rise/2013/10/18/4dde76be-35b1-11e3-80c6-7e6dd8d22d8f_story.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-33440287
http://www.cfr.org/asia-and-pacific/chinas-maritime-disputes/p31345#!/
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6 28 Sep Alliances: Do they prevent conflict, 
cause conflict, or both?

1. International Conflict, pp. 124-144. Case 2 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

30 Sep World War I and the failure of 
alliances

1. Nye (2009) “The origins of World War I,” pp. 70-87. [Bb] Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 1 Oct.]

2 Oct Case session 3: Pakistan as a US 
ally

1. CFR, Crisis Guide: Pakistan. Click through all features. 
2. Deibel (1995) “Pakistan in the Bush Years…” Purchase at 

guisd.org. Details will be provided. 
3. Goldberg & Ambinder (2013) “The Ally from Hell.” [Bb]

7 5 Oct How much does regime type 
matter? The empirical finding of 
the democratic peace

1. International Conflict, pp. 146-156. Case 3 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

7 Oct How do we explain the democratic 
peace?

1. International Conflict, pp. 156-168.

9 Oct Case session 4: Canada & Spain—
war over…fish?

1. DeSombre & Barkin (2000) “Turbot War…” Purchase at guisd.org. 
Details will be provided.

Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 11 Oct.]

8 12 Oct Finishing democratic peace Case 4 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

14 Oct Review session for midterm exam

16 Oct Midterm exam

9 19 Oct The basic logic and illogic of 
classical deterrence theory

1. International Conflict, pp. 45-49; 54-61. 
2. International Conflict, pp. 171-183.

21 Oct Perfect deterrence theory 1. Schelling (1966) “The Art of Commitment” from Arms & Influence 
pp. 35-91. [Bb] 

2. International Conflict, pp. 183-196.

Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 22 Oct.]

23 Oct Case session 5: Could a nuclear-
armed Iran be deterred?

1. Watch all parts of CFR’s “Crisis Guide: Iran”  
2. Waltz (2012) “Why Iran Should Get the Bomb” Foreign Affairs. 

[Bb] 
3. Peterson (2012) “What Would Happen if Iran Had the Bomb?” 
4. Various readings with updates on the summer 2015 nuclear deal. 

[Bb]

THE PROCESSES OF CONFLICT AND WAR

10 26 Oct A model for thinking about war Case 5 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

28 Oct The bargaining model 1. International Conflict, pp. 45-54; 65-69. Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 29 Oct.]

30 Oct Case session 6: The 1994 North 
Korean nuclear crisis

1. Rosegrant & Watkins (1995) “Carrots, Sticks & Question Marks,” 
Harvard Kennedy School Case 1297.0 (Part A) and 1298.0 (Part B).

11 2 Nov Crises and escalation 1. International Conflict, pp. 199-221. Case 6 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

4 Nov The Cuban Missile Crisis 1. Read through and listen to as many of the materials as possible on 
the JFK Library’s Cuban Missile Crisis microsite.

Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 5 Nov.]

6 Nov Case session 7: Is this how WW III 
would happen?

1. Fisher (2015) “How World War III Became Possible,” Vox. Read the 
whole thing.

http://www.cfr.org/interactives/CG_Pakistan/
http://guisd.org
http://guisd.org
http://www.cfr.org/interactives/CG_Iran/index.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2012/0216/What-would-happen-if-Iran-had-the-bomb-video
http://microsites.jfklibrary.org/cmc/
http://www.vox.com/2015/6/29/8845913/russia-war
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12 9 Nov The conduct of war 1. International Conflict, pp. 224-244. Case 7 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

11 Nov Is technology changing the politics 
of war—or is this just more of the 
same?

1. International Conflict, pp. 244-253. Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 12 Nov.]

13 Nov Case session 8: Rise of the drones 1. Watch Nova (2013) “Rise of the Drones” [approx. 55 minutes] 
2. Watch PBS Frontline (2012) “The Secret War” [approx. 18 minutes]

13 16 Nov Why do wars end? A look through 
the bargaining model

1. International Conflict, pp. 281-290. 
2. Rose (2010) “The Clausewitzian Challenge,” in How Wars End: Why 

We Always Fight the Last Battle, pp. 1-11. [Bb]

Case 8 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

18 Nov What are the consequences of 
war? 

1. International Conflict, pp. 290-302. Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Thursday, 19 Nov.]

20 Nov Case 9: The End of the First Gulf 
War

1. Rose (2010) “The Gulf War,” in How Wars End: Why We Always 
Fight the Last Battle, pp. 196-235. [Bb]

14 23 Nov Recurring conflicts and rivalry 1. International Conflict, pp. 304-327. Case 9 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

25 Nov ***No class——Thanksgiving***

27 Nov ***No class——Thanksgiving*** Case pre-brief exercise via Bb [due at 11pm on 
Sunday, 29 Nov.]

15 30 Nov Case 10: The India-Pakistan rivalry 1. The Economist (2011) “India & Pakistan: A Rivalry that Threatens 
the World,” 19 May. [Bb] 

2. For background on India-Pakistan see “India-Pakistan Relations” at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India–Pakistan_relations. Read 
through links and take note of references at bottom of page. 

3. Coll (2009) “The Back Channel: India and Pakistan’s Secret 
Kashmir Talks,” The New Yorker, 2 March. [Bb] 

4. Markey (2010) “Terrorism and Indo-Pakistani Escalation,” Council 
on Foreign Relations Contingency Planning Memorandum No. 6. 
[Bb]

2 Dec Course conclusions 1. International Conflict, pp. 330-336.

4 Dec Review for final exam Case 10 debrief due via Bb at 12pm

16 7 Dec Final exam is Monday, 7 December from 1-3PM.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/military/rise-of-the-drones.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/secret-war/

