
Studying the micro foundations of IR
International cooperation is puzzling. On one hand, 
it can seem impossibly hard; on the other, it is 
amazing that we have as much cooperation and 
coordination as we do. How should we approach 
these puzzles? In this course, we start from the 
premise that all social phenomena—including 
international relations—are the product of the 
actions and interactions of individuals. 

Along the way, we will develop and utilize an 
analytical toolkit that emphasizes the ways that 
individual actors’ rationality, preferences, 
capabilities, calculations, and strategies lead to 
particular choices. We’ll explore the way these 
choices interact with the choices of other actors in a 
social setting to produce the outcomes we observe.

POLS3386 Course Requirements

Due Assignment Points

2/20 Exam 1 100

4/1 Exam 2 100

5/6 Final Exam 250

misc. IPE Lab Sessions (40 each) 200

misc. Post-Lab Analyses (60 each) 300

misc. Reading Quizzes (10 each) 50
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Course objectives
This course (3.0 credit hours) introduces a political 
economy toolkit to help explain and understand 
international relations. More specifically, our goals 
well be:

• Gain factual knowledge (terminology, 
classifications, methods, trends) about the lens 
and tools of international political economy

• Learn fundamental principles, generalizations 
and theories associated with a political economy 
approach to the study of international relations

• Improve critical thinking and writing skills

Course resources
There is no assigned textbook to purchase for this 
course. All readings will be available for download via the 
course Blackboard site.

Dr. Jason Enia
My work focuses on the political economies of 
cooperation and conflict, specifically the 
challenges associated with public goods provision. 
My current projects explore these challenges in 
the context of the politics of natural disasters and 
international weapons regimes.

Office:      CHSS 496A
Phone:       936.294.1467
Email:      jason.enia@shsu.edu
Web:      jasonenia.wordpress.com

Hours:       W,F 11AM-12:30PM; by appt.

mailto:jason.enia@shsu.edu?subject=POLS3386
http://jasonenia.wordpress.com


Deadlines
The post-lab analyses assignments must be turned 
at the start of class on the due date indicated. Late 
assignments (received electronically or in person) 
will be accepted but will incur a penalty: 1 
minute-24 hours, 10%, 24-48 hours, 30%; 48-72 
hours, 50%; 72-96 hours, 75%; 96+ hours, 100%. So, 
an post-lab analysis exercise that is submitted 36 
hours late will automatically receive a 18-point 
deduction. After 96 hours (4 days) you will not be 
able to receive points for the assignment.

It is your responsibility to ensure that your 
assignment is delivered on time. Everything that 
comes in after the stated deadline is late. Penalties 
will start to accrue the minute the deadline expires. 
If you are worried about a technology-related 
problem or anything else going wrong, consider 
delivering the assignments well before the last 
minute! 

NOTE: You cannot take the quizzes, exams, or labs 
after the due date without making arrangements 
with me in advance.

Missing Assignments
I will drop the lowest reading quiz grade. Please use 
this drop wisely. You will receive the remaining 
assignments well ahead of time, allowing you to 
build them into your own schedule. 

NOTE: Given these policies, the only excuses I will 
accept for missing work are ones that are a) 
university approved and b) discussed with me in 
advance.

Points needed for course grade

A 1000-900 points

B 899-800 points

C 799-700 points

D 699-600 points

F 599-0 points

In order to receive a 
particular letter 
grade, you must 
earn the minimum 
points listed. There 
will be no rounding!

Academic Integrity
You are expected to maintain complete honesty and 
integrity in academic experiences both in and out of the 
classroom. Any student found guilty of any instance of 
academic dishonesty will fail the course. In addition, the 
University and its official representatives may initiate 
disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of 
any form of academic dishonesty including, but not 
limited to, cheating on an examination or other 
academic work which is to be submitted, plagiarism, 
collusion, and the abuse of resource materials. If you 
have any questions, please ask!

During Class
Please be in class on time. Please put your cell phones & 
other electronic devices on vibrate or silent. I encourage 
your using a laptop to take notes, but if you choose to 
partake in other activities on your laptop during class, 
you do so at the risk of being severely embarrassed. 
Overall, our time is short (and expensive!); please do not 
waste it.

Visitors in the Classroom
Only registered students may attend class. Exceptions 
can be made on a case-by-case basis by the professor. 
In all cases, visitors must not present a disruption to the 
class by their attendance. Students wishing to audit a 
class must apply to do so through the Registrar's Office.

Absences on Religious Holy Days
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas Education Code requires 
that an institution of higher education excuse a student 
from attending classes or other required activities, 
including examinations, for the observance of a religious 
holy day, including travel for that purpose. Section 
51.911 (a) (2) defines a religious holy day as: “a holy day 
observed by a religion whose places of worship are 
exempt from property taxation under Section 11.20....” A 
student whose absence is excused under this subsection 
may not be penalized for that absence and shall be 
allowed to take an examination or complete an 
assignment from which the student is excused within a 
reasonable time after the absence.

University policy 861001 provides the procedures to be 
followed by the student and instructor. A student 
desiring to absent himself/herself from a scheduled 
class in order to observe (a) religious holy day(s) shall 
present to each instructor involved a written statement

concerning the religious holy day(s). The instructor 
will complete a form notifying the student of a 
reasonable timeframe in which the missed 
assignments and/or examinations are to be 
completed.

Disability Services
It is the policy of Sam Houston State University that 
individuals otherwise qualified shall not be excluded, 
solely by reason of their disability, from participation 
in any academic program of the university. Further, 
they shall not be denied the benefits of these 
programs nor shall they be subjected to 
discrimination. Students with disabilities that might 
affect their academic performance are expected to 
visit with the Office of Services for Students with 
Disabilities located in the Counseling Center. They 
should then make arrangements with their individual 
instructors so that appropriate strategies can be 
considered and helpful procedures can be developed 
to ensure that participation and achievement 
opportunities are not impaired. NOTE: No 
accommodation can be made until you register with 
the Counseling Center.



WK DATE TOPIC DUE READ

1 14 Jan Introducing the course; syllabus 1. Syllabus

16 Jan The economic way of thinking; an overview of 
our toolkit

1. Heyne, Boettke, & Prychitko (2010) “The Economic Way of Thinking,” 
pp. 3-20.

2. Landsburg (2012) “The Power of Incentives” pp. 3-12.

2 19 Jan ***No Class--MLK Day***

21 Jan Economic way of thinking part I Reading quiz 1 [Bb]

23 Jan Challenges of aggregating individual choice 1. Sobel (2012) “Context & Social Traps,” pp. 190-198.

3 26 Jan The power of simple models 1. Epstein (2008) “Why Model?”
2. Page (2012), “Supertankers and Exploding Elephants” from The 

Model Thinker, pp. 31-38.

28 Jan Using games to model context and strategic 
choices

Reading quiz 2 [Bb] 1. Dixit et al. (2009) “How to Think about Strategic Games” pp. 17-36.
2. Dixit & Nalebuff (1991) “Anticipating Your Rival’s Response” pp. 

31-55.

30 Jan IPE LAB #1

PART 1: INHERENT COORDINATION AND COOPERATION CHALLENGES IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

4 2 Feb What are the rules of the game (institutions) in 
the international system?

1. Mearsheimer (2001) “The Tragedy of Great Power Politics” pp. 29-36; 
42-54.

4 Feb The prisoner’s dilemma, part 1 Post-lab individual 
exercise 1

6 Feb The prisoner’s dilemma, part 2 1. Frieden, Lake, & Schultz (2013) “A Primer on Game Theory” pp. 
74-79.

5 9 Feb “Winning” the prisoner’s dilemma 1. Axelrod (2006) “The Success of TIT FOR TAT…” pp. 27-54.
2. Axelrod (2006) “How to Choose Effectively” pp. 109-123.

11 Feb Cooperation amidst the PD Reading quiz 3 [Bb] 1. Axelrod (2006) “The Chronology of Cooperation” pp. 55-69.
2. Axelrod (2006) “How to Promote Cooperation” pp. 124-141.
3. Frieden, Lake, and Schultz (2013) “When Can Actors Cooperate?” pp. 

52-58.

13 Feb IPE LAB #2



6 16 Feb Review for exam 1 Exam 1 covers all course material through 2/13.

18 Feb No class—study! Post-lab individual 
exercise 2 (submit 
via Bb)

20 Feb Exam 1

7 23 Feb The chicken game 1. Review (from 2/6) Frieden, Lake, & Schultz (2013) “A Primer on Game 
Theory” pp. 74-79.

25 Feb Using chicken games to analyze IR 1. Bueno de Mesquita (2014) “A Simple North Korea-US Nuclear Game,” 
pp. 148-159.

27 Feb Coordination amidst chicken situations

8 2 Mar Stag hunt games in IR 1. Review (from 2/6) Frieden, Lake, & Schultz (2013) “A Primer on Game 
Theory” pp. 74-79.

4 Mar Coordination amidst stag hunt situations Reading quiz 4 [Bb]

6 Mar IPE LAB #3

9 9 Mar ***No Class—Spring Break***

11 Mar ***No Class—Spring Break***

13 Mar ***No Class—Spring Break***

PART 2: COLLECTIVE ACTION CHALLENGES

10 16 Mar Public goods and the challenges of collective 
action

1. Sobel (2012) “The Dilemma of Collective Action…” pp. 202-208.

18 Mar Types of publicness Post-lab individual 
exercise 3

20 Mar Types of aggregation technologies 1. Sandler & Arce M. (2002) “A Conceptual Framework for 
Understanding Global and Transnational Public Goods for Health” pp. 
195-222.



11 23 Mar Tragedy of the commons 1. Hardin (1968) “The Tragedy of the Commons” (excerpted) pp. 38-45.

25 Mar Overcoming collective action challenges Reading quiz 5 [Bb] 1. Sobel (2012) “Mechanisms for Overcoming…” pp. 209-219.
2. Sobel (2012) “The Role of Hegemonic Leadership…” pp. 221-230.
3. Sobel (2012) “The Role of Institutions…” pp. 277-298.

27 Mar IPE LAB #4

12 30 Mar Review for exam 2 Exam 2 covers all course material between 2/16 and 3/27 (inclusive).

1 Apr Exam 2 Post-lab individual 
exercise 4

3 Apr No class—Good Friday holiday

PART 3: BRINGING DOMESTIC POLITICS INTO OUR STORIES AND MODELS

13 6 Apr The median voter model, part 1

8 Apr The median voter model, part 2 1. Sobel (2012) “An Example of Political Market Exchange…” pp. 
175-181.

10 Apr Applying the median voter model to to 
international politics

1. Bueno de Mesquita (2010) “Median Voter Theorem and the Case of 
Iran’s Nuclear Ambitions” pp. 47-58.

14 13 Apr IPE LAB #5

15 Apr ***No Class—Enia at MPSA Conference***

17 Apr ***No Class—Enia at MPSA Conference***

15 20 Apr The selectorate model, part 1 Post-lab individual 
exercise 5

22 Apr The selectorate model, part 2 Reading quiz 6 [Bb] 1. Bueno de Mesquita (2014) “Selectorate Theory” pp. 79-95.

24 Apr Analyzing IR using the selectorate model 1. Bueno de Mesquita and Smith (2011) “Foreign Aid” pp. 161-194.

16 27 Apr IPE LAB #6

29 Apr Course conclusions Post-lab individual 
exercise 6

1 May Review for final exam The final exam is worth 250 points. 100 points will focus on all course 
material after exam 2. 150 points will be comprensive.

FINAL EXAM — WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 9:30-11:30AM


