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About This Course
How do we explain the behavior of nation states? What types of 
forces contribute to the processes we observe in the 
international system? This course (3.0 credits) is designed to 
provide a comprehensive overview of the theoretical and 
analytical developments in the field of international relations. 
Although current events are at the heart of the course, the goal 
of the course is not to become aware of current events. It is to 
be able to explain them; to be able to think critically and 
creatively about the processes of international politics that apply 
not only to current events but that are likely to apply to events in 
the future.

The Game Plan

We will explore these questions using a specific conceptual 
framework (interests, interactions, institutions) organized 
around the levels of analysis (system, state, individual). 
Throughout the term, we will illustrate these concepts through 
specific cases and a multiple-week simulation.

Course objectives

✦ Gain factual knowledge about the study of international 
relations (terminology, classifications, methods, trends)

✦ Learn fundamental principles, generalizations and theories 
of international relations

✦ Improve critical thinking and writing skills

Course Materials
Please purchase the following:

[1] Student user license for our course simulation: Statecraft 
($30) at http://www.statecraftsim.com. [Note: I will talk more 
about this during the first few course sessions.]

There is no required textbook for this course. All of the readings 
will be available online (via URLs or through Blackboard).

Requirements
Exams (350 points) 
The midterm exam is worth 150 points and covers all course 
material through Oct. 10. The final exam is worth 200 points: 
150 points will cover the material from the second half of the 
course, and there will be a comprehensive 50-point question.

Reading Quizzes (8 @ 30 points each)
Eight different times during the course of the semester, you will 
need to log on to the course Blackboard site and take a reading 
quiz. Worth 30 points each, these must be completed by the 
start of the session on which they appear as “due” (below). I will 
drop the lowest two quiz grades at the end of the semester.

Analytical Essays (2 @ 150 points each) 
Twice during the semester, you will be asked to analyze course 
material in greater depth by responding to a prompt that I will 
distribute in an essay of 2,000 words or less. 

Simulation (170 points) 
There will be a number of components to the simulation grade. 
These will be explained during class on September 5. There will 
also be an opportunity to earn bonus points by achieving 
simulation goals. These will be over and above the 1,000 points 
shown here.

http://www.statecraftsim.com
http://www.statecraftsim.com


Academic Integrity
Students are expected to 
maintain complete honesty and 
integrity in academic experiences 
both in and out of the classroom. 
I have a zero-tolerance approach 
to these issues: Any student 
found guilty of any instance of 
academic dishonesty will fail 
the course. In addition, SHSU 
may initiate disciplinary 
proceedings against a student 
accused of any form of academic 
dishonesty including, but not 
limited to, cheating on an 
examination or other academic 
work which is to be submitted, 
plagiarism, collusion and the 
abuse of resource materials. If 
you have any questions, ask!

During Class
Please be in class on time. Put 
electronic devices on vibrate or 
silent. I encourage the use of a 
laptop, but if you choose to 
partake in other activities on your 
laptop during class, you do so at 
the risk of being severely 
embarrassed. Overall, our time is 
short; please do not waste it.

Religious Holy Days
Section 51.911(b) of the Texas 
Education Code requires that an 
institution of higher education 
excuse a student from attending 
classes or other required 
activities, including examinations, 
for the observance of a religious 
holy day, including travel for that 
purpose. Section 51.911 (a) (2) 
defines a religious holy day as: “a 
holy day observed by a religion 
whose places of worship are 
exempt from property taxation 
under Section 11.20….” A student 
whose absence is excused under 
this subsection may not be 

penalized for that absence and 
shall be allowed to take an 
examination or complete an 
assignment from which the 
student is excused within a 
reasonable time after the 
absence.

University policy 861001 provides 
the procedures to be followed by 
the student and instructor.  A 
student desiring to absent 
himself/herself from a scheduled 
class in order to observe (a) 
religious holy day(s) shall present 
to each instructor involved a 
written statement concerning the 
religious holy day(s). The 
instructor will complete a form 
notifying the student of a 
reasonable timeframe in which 
the missed assignments and/or 
examinations are to be 
completed.

Disability Services!
It is the policy of SHSU that 
individuals otherwise qualified 
shall not be excluded, solely by 
reason of their disability, from 
participation in any academic 
program of the university. Further, 
they shall not be denied the 
benefits of these programs nor 
shall they be subjected to 
discrimination. Students with 
disabilities that might affect their 
academic performance are 
expected to visit with the Office of 
Services for Students with 
Disabilities located in the 
Counseling Center. They should 
then make arrangements with 
their individual instructors so that 
appropriate strategies and 
procedures can be developed to 
ensure that participation and 
achievement opportunities are 
not impaired.

Course Policies
Deadlines
All assigned work must be completed and submitted by due date/
times indicated. There is no grace period. I will not accept the 
excuse that “there was an issue with Blackboard.” It is your 
responsibility to ensure that you leave yourself enough time to 
post/submit your assignment before the deadline. Everything that 
comes in after is late, and penalties will start to accrue as follows:

For example: an analytical essay that is submitted 36 hours late 
will automatically receive a 45-point deduction. After 96 hours (4 
days) you will not be able to receive any points for the assignment.

Please note: The exception to this late policy involves the reading 
quizzes. Once the links expire on these quizzes, they cannot be 
taken, and the quiz grade will be recorded as a zero.

Determining the Final Grade
Your running grade will always be available on the course 
Blackboard website. The final letter grade will be strictly 
determined as follows. I will not round.

LATE
1 min-24 hours
24-48 hours
48-72 hours
72-96 hours
96+ hours

PENALTY
10%
30%
50%
75%
100%

POINTS EARNED
1000-900
899-800
799-700
699-600
599-0

GRADE
A
B
C
D
F

Dr. Jason Enia
Office:! ! ! CHSS 496A
Email:! ! ! jason.enia@shsu.edu
Web:! ! ! jasonenia.wordpress.com
Phone:! ! ! 936-294-1467
Skype:! ! ! eniajs

Office Hours:! ! Tues. ! 1-2:30PM
! ! ! Weds.   !1-2:30PM

mailto:jason.enia@shsu.edu
mailto:jason.enia@shsu.edu
http://jasonenia.wordpress.com
http://jasonenia.wordpress.com


Course Schedule, Fall 2013Course Schedule, Fall 2013Course Schedule, Fall 2013Course Schedule, Fall 2013Course Schedule, Fall 2013

Week Date Topic Assignment Due Read Before Class

1 Aug. 29 Course introduction; syllabus 1. Course syllabus

Our Building Blocks for the Study of IROur Building Blocks for the Study of IROur Building Blocks for the Study of IROur Building Blocks for the Study of IROur Building Blocks for the Study of IR

2 Sep. 3 Puzzles, puzzles: Analyzing IR using theories & evidence 1. Snyder (2004) “One World, Rival Theories” Foreign Policy pp. 52-62.

Consider This:
• Johnston (2013) “White House: Syria’s Assad is ‘One of the Worst Tyrants” NBC News

Sep. 5 An overview of our explanatory framework and the levels of 
analysis; an overview of the simulation

Reading quiz 1 1. Faruque (2013) “The Three Images” at http://bit.ly/17r8Hpt
2. Singer (1961) “The Levels-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations” pp. 77-92.

Systemic Sources of International RelationsSystemic Sources of International RelationsSystemic Sources of International RelationsSystemic Sources of International RelationsSystemic Sources of International Relations

3
Sim0

Sep. 10 How does the nature of the international system contribute 
to state interests and international order?

1. Morgenthau (1948) “A Realist Theory…” excerpted, pp. 26-30.
2. Mearsheimer (2001) The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, pp. 29-36; 42-54.

Consider This:
• Kaplan (2012) “Why John J. Mearsheimer is Right (About Some Things)”

Sep. 12 Statecraft simulation setup [Sim0] Simulation manual quiz 1. Statecraft simulation manual (available via the Statecraft website)

4
Sim1

Sep. 17 What options do states have for interaction? Balancing, 
bandwagoning and buck-passing

1. Morgenthau (1948) Politics Among Nations excerpted, pp. 99-104. 
2. Mearsheimer (2001) The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, pp. 138-167.

Consider This:
• Walt (2013) “What Obama Gets and Neocons and Liberal Hawks Don’t”

Sep. 19 Challenge #1 of the international system: The security 
dilemma

Reading quiz 2 1. Jervis (1978) “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma” excerpted pp. 335-349.
2. Jervis (2001) “Was the Cold War a Security Dilemma?” pp. 36-60.

Consider This:
• Perlez (2012) “China Shows Off an Aircraft Carrier...” NYT

5
Sim2

Sep. 24 Challenge #2 of the international system: The prisoner’s 
dilemma and collective action

1. Frieden, Lake, and Schultz (2013) World Politics pp. 74-79.

Sep. 26 Challenge #3 of the international system: Public goods and 
tragedies of the commons

Reading quiz 3 1. Barrett (2007) Why Cooperate? pp. 1-21.
2. Hardin (1968) excerpted from Conca & Dabelko 2010 pp. 38-45.

6
Sim3

Oct. 1 How might international institutions mitigate some of these 
challenges? Or can they?

Simulation memo #1 1. Keohane (1984) After Hegemony excerpted, pp. 292-302. 

Oct. 3 How does the U.N. work? Does it alter state behavior? Reading quiz 4 1. Weiss et al. (2014) The United Nations & Changing World Politics, pp. 25-48.

7
Sim4

Oct. 8 Do ideas matter in the international system? Introducing the 
role of norms and identity

1. Nau (2012) Perspectives on International Relations pp. 45-53.

Consider This:
• Huntington (1993) “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs pp. 22-49.

Oct. 10 Exploring norms and the role of WMD taboo’s Reading quiz 5 1. Tannenwald (1999) “The Nuclear Taboo...” pp. 433-468.
2. Press, Sagan, and Valentino (2013) “Atomic Aversion...” pp. 188-206.

Consider This:
• Fisher (2013) “Yes, It’s a Big Deal if Syria Crossed the Chemical Weapons ‘Red Line.’ 

Here’s Why.” The Washington Post, April 26.

http://bit.ly/17r8Hpt
http://bit.ly/17r8Hpt


8
Sim5

Oct. 15 Simulation bargaining; review for midterm exam Simulation memo #2

Oct. 17 Midterm Exam

Domestic Sources of International RelationsDomestic Sources of International RelationsDomestic Sources of International RelationsDomestic Sources of International RelationsDomestic Sources of International Relations

9
Sim6

Oct. 22 What are domestic political interests and how might they 
shape state behavior?

1. Goldstein & Pevehouse (2009) “Domestic Influences” pp. 72-81.

Consider This:
• Mehta & Mulvany (2012) “The M1 Abrams: The Army Tank That Could Not Be Stopped”

Oct. 24 How do domestic interests and institutions shape state 
behavior? (The selectorate model)

Reading quiz 6 and 
Simulation memo #3

1. Bueno de Mesquita & Smith (2011) The Dictator’s Handbook pp. 1-20.

10
Sim7

Oct. 29 The selectorate model (continued) 1. Bueno de Mesquita (2013) Principles of International Politics pp. 79-95.

Consider This:
• Bueno de Mesquita (2011) “Assessing Assad”

Oct. 31 Using the selectorate model to explain war Analytical Essay 1 due at 
the start of class.

1. Bueno de Mesquita (2013) Principles of International Politics pp. 231-238.
2. Bueno de Mesquita & Smith (2011) The Dictator’s Handbook pp. 225-244.

11
Sim8??

Nov. 5 The life cycle of norms 1. Finnemore & Sikkink (1998) “International Norm Dynamics & Political Change” pp. 887-917.

Nov. 7 Why don’t democracies fight one another? Two stories Reading quiz 7 1. Bueno de Mesquita & Smith (2011) The Dictator’s Handbook pp. 244-249.
2. Bueno de Mesquita (2013) Principles of International Politics pp. 444-474.

12
Sim9??

Nov. 12 The politics of humanitarian intervention: Norms versus 
interests

1. Finnemore (1996) “Constructing Norms of Humanitarian Intervention” pp. 153-185.

International Relations at the Intersection of Domestic and InternationalInternational Relations at the Intersection of Domestic and InternationalInternational Relations at the Intersection of Domestic and InternationalInternational Relations at the Intersection of Domestic and InternationalInternational Relations at the Intersection of Domestic and International

Nov. 14 Two-level games in international bargaining 1. Putnam (1988) “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games” 
International Organization 42(3): 427-460.

Consider This:
• Hundley (2012) “Countdown to Zero Dollars” Foreign Policy at http://bit.ly/PfHcFB

13
Sim10??

Nov. 19 The role of signaling in an anarchic international system 1. Fearon (1997) “Signaling Foreign Policy Interests: Tying Hands versus Sinking Costs” The 
Journal of Conflict Resolution 41(1): 68-90.

Consider This:
• Western (2013) “What’s Wrong with Red Lines?”

Nov. 21 Buffer session Reading quiz 8

14 Nov. 26 ***No class--Thanksgiving Holiday***

Nov. 28 ***No class--Thanksgiving Holiday***

15 Dec. 3 Putting it together: Three puzzles in IR Consider This:
• Listen to Planet Money (2013) “Episode 224: The Cotton Wars” (30 minutes)
• Review background information on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
• Packer (2013) “Why Egypt is a Foreign-Policy Puzzler”

Dec. 5 Course conclusions; Review for final exam Analytical Essay 2 due

Dec. 12
11am- 1pm

Final exam The final exam will mostly cover the material after the midterm. There will, however, be one 
essay question (worth 25% of the final exam points) that will be comprehensive in nature.

http://nbcnews.to/PfGXdR
http://nbcnews.to/PfGXdR
http://bit.ly/PfHcFB
http://bit.ly/PfHcFB

